
 
 

 
 
 

 
Calaveras River Watershed Stewardship Group 

Meeting Notes 
July 18, 2007 

6:00pm 
Stockton East Water District Board Room 

6767 East Main Street  
Stockton, CA 95208 

 
 
 

1. Introductions  
Those in attendance briefly introduced themselves - Persons in Attendance: Jim Inman 
CRWSG, Jeanette Thomas SEWD, Tom Suarez Valley Springs resident, Louanne Mc 
Martin NIS USFWS, Alex Breitler Stockton Record, Jenni Solbakken USACE, Chris 
Rowerdink Mid Valley Ag, Paul Ustach Delta College, Greg Anderson UOP, Marie 
Wadman Stockton property owner, Allen Walker Stockton resident 

 
2. Approval of previous meeting notes 

Previous meeting notes approved as written. (Available at calaverasriver.com) 
 

3. Proposition 50 Watershed Program Proposal 
¥ Did not advance to the full proposal stage. 
¥ Requested a copy of the review from DWR but I have not received it. 

 
4. Arundo donax (Giant Reed) Mapping Project Results  

¥ The watershed coordinator provided a presentation of preliminary results from the Arundo 
donax survey conducted by Team Arundo Del Norte and the CRWSG. 

¥ PowerPoint presentation (Available at calaverasriver.com) 
¥ The presentation included: 
¥ Why Arundo is bad 
¥ method used to map Arundo 
¥ Example photos of Arundo on the Calaveras River 
¥ Distribution maps of Arundo on the Calaveras River 
¥ Also mapped tree-of-heaven and Tamerisk 

 
5. Calaveras River Benthic Macroinvertebrate Bioassessment 

The watershed coordinator provided an overview of sampling that took place on behalf of 
Stockton East Water District in 2004 and 2005. 
Key Points: 
¥ Mud Snails present at Shelton and Jenny Lind both years 
¥ More biodiversity at Rock Quarry when Mud snails are were not present 
¥ Native snails present at (abundant) at Rock Quarry 
¥ Variation may be due to environmental conditions or sample tiiming 
¥ Waiting on data from RWQCB 2002 for Shelton to compare before NZMS to after. 

 
6. Regional Water Quality Control Board Ð Draft Report 

The watershed coordinator provided materials included in the RWQCB Draft Report as it 
pertains to the Calaveras River. The full report is available at 
http://w w w. waterboards.ca.gov/centralvalley/public_notices Comments are due 
July 31, 2007 



Key highlights of the report:  
Overview 

¥ Monitoring program: Intensive Basin Monitoring Program (IBP) = year long monitoring of 1 
of the 5 sub-basin every 5 years (Does that mean the Calaveras wonÕt be monitored again 
for another 25 years) 

¥ Component of ÒSurface Water Ambient Monitoring ProgramÓ (SWAMP) 
¥ Draft released for comment, Due July 31, 2007 
¥ Monitoring conducted 2 times per month January Ð December 2002 (DRY YEAR) 
¥ Sampled 7 sites in the Calaveras River: 

!  3 sites in upper watershed (North Fork Calaveras, San Antonio Cr., Calaveritas Cr.) 
!  2 sites in New Hogan Reservoir 
!  2 sites in lower Watershed (Monte Vista Recreation Area, Old Calaveras River at HW88) 
¥ Monitoring occurred for (bi-monthly): Temperature, D.O., pH, Conductivity, Total 

Coloforms, E. coli, 
¥ Monitored couple of times for: Suspended Solids, Total Organic Carbon, Nutrients, 
¥ Trace Elements, Water Column Toxicity 
¥ Data was evaluated using standards from several sources to identify ÒWater Quality 

ObjectivesÓ for Drinking Water, Aquatic Life, Irrigation, Recreation 
Results for 2 lower sites (Monte Vista Recreation Area, Old Calaveras River at HW88) 
Drinking Water 

¥ Elevated E. coli 3 times with one rain event to a very high level surpassing WQO all at Old 
Cal site 

¥ Total Organic Carbon exceeded (slightly) WQO in May and June at Monte Vista (high TOC 
can cause algae bloom which result in depleted D.O.) 
Aquatic Life 

¥ Old Cal site exceeded pH limits >8.5  (pH8.8) once in September 
¥ Dissolved Oxygen < 7.0 mg/l once at Monte Vista and Old Cal 
¥ Turbidity was acceptable 
¥ Temperate from New Hogan remains Stable (8.8 Ð 15C) 
¥ No Acute Toxicity 

Irrigation 
¥ Conductivity (Salt) is good year-round 

Recreation 
¥ E. coli exceeded WQO 3 times.  One event on the Old Cal. (3/11/02) following a rain event 

exceeded limit for all recreation activities. Two other events (May & Aug) exceeded limits 
for Òlimited ContactÓ 
Overall 

¥ No water quality impairments for municipal supply, aquatic life, irrigation supply, and 
recreation 
Recommendations: 

¥ Coordinate monitoring between Irrigated Lands Program (Ag Waver) and stakeholder 
groups 

¥ Expand temperature studies during spawning and migration periods 
¥ Further evaluate E. coli concentrations 
¥ Addition of a site on Mormon Slough 
¥ Additional bacteria studies 

Take Ð Away 
¥ Lower Calaveras healthy especially for a low water year 
¥ Old Calaveras is managed for irrigation and most of the water is consumed before 

reaching the Delta 
¥ Good data set to apply to future efforts such as sampling in Mormon Slough 

 
 

7. World Water Monitoring Day 
¥ WWMD on Oct. 18 
¥ Can Collect data Sept. 18 Ð Oct. 18 



The watershed coordinator will check with Dr. Anderson schedule water monitoring event. 
 

8. Coastal Cleanup Day  
¥ September 15 
The watershed Coordinator is planning the event with Kari Burr of the Fish Foundation. 

 
9. Miscellaneous Business 

¥ Stockton Urban Waterways Council Ð no meetings 
¥ Calaveras River Fish Group Ð no meetings 
¥ Calaveras HCP Ð Not sure when it will be ready 
¥ DWR Fish Passage Study Ð still not available 
¥ Calaveras Watershed Implementation Plan Ð in progress 
¥ DOC Watershed Coordinator Grant Ð no cost extension through Dec. 2007 a new round 

of grants to be announced in Sept. 
 

10. Questions and Discussion 
 

11. Next meeting date and agenda items 
¥ Wednesday October 24, 2007 6:00 pm at Stockton East Water District 

 
Jim Inman 
Watershed Coordinator 
 Calaveras River Watershed Stewardship Group 
670 Hi Tech PKWY 
Oakdale, CA 95361 
(209) 847-6300 
(209) 988-2314 Cell 
(209) 847-6300 Fax 
stewardship@calaverasriver.com 
www.calaverasriver.com 


